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Independent Journalism 
 
Readership (based on Google Analytics) 

!  6,072,355 readers*  
!  Over 30,000 pieces per year across all IMG 

Talent across Issue Media Group 
!  Over 600 journalists, filmmakers and photographers 
!  Locally based: staff of 5 + 20 additional freelance writers 

 
 
 
 

   *difficult to de-dupe across the nine domains  
 



in detroit 

– Media | Focus on loss – 









Diversity 

Innovation Talent 

Environment 

– Editorial Framework | T I D E – 













Focus on Neighbourhoods 









– Long Tail | Filling the Content Gap – 



19 

Content Sources for Other Media 
Outlets  
– Media Partnerships and Reuse – 



 
Detroit 

!  Daily News  
!  WDET/NPR 
!  Michigan Radio WOUM  
!  Detroit2020 – WXYZ-TV Channel 7 ABC 
!  Detroit Free Press – largest newspaper 
!  Huffington Post 

!  Ethnic Media  
!  Michigan Chronicle (African American) 
!  Jewish News 
!  Latino Newspaper 
!  Arab American News 
!  Between the lines (LGBT) 
!  Korean Newspaper 

!  Local Blogs 
!  DetroitLives! 
!  Eat It Detroit 
!  Curbed Detroit 

 
 

– Media Partnerships – 



 

 
 

!  Create 
!  Once 
!  Publish 
!  Everywhere 

 
 

– Reuse & Reach | We create content people want to share – 



•  Financial, banking and lending 
•  Large employers (CSR and talent) 
•  Government and nonprofit  

•  Economic development 
•  Small business and entrepreneurship 
•  Workforce development and talent 
•  Housing 

•  Universities and Colleges 
•  Health Care 
•  Utilities 
•  Foundations 
•  Law Firms 

IMG Currently has over 300 Sponsors 

– Financial Model | Supported by stakeholders – 



IMG Partnership –  
 

Underwriting 
 Support allows us to dedicate resources to cover key issue areas: 

 

Participation in Editorial Advisories 

 IMG will invite partners to regular editorial advisories to brainstorm 
story ideas  

 

Reuse of content 

 Ability to reuse IMG content on partner websites, including through 
syndication if desired  

 

Branding and Advertising 

 Partners receives branding on the site and can place advertisements 
for specific programs and projects. 

 
 

   



Partner Support      + Focus Areas            = 

    Transit 

Dedicated editorial attention 
to selected focus areas 















Media Partnerships and Syndication 
 
Grand Rapids 

!  MLive – Grand Rapids online syndication 
!  WZZM 13 ABC online syndication and TV 
!  WGVU Shelley Irwin Morning Edition – radio 
!  WJRW News Talk 1340 – radio 
!  Fox 17 TV Emily Richett - TV 
!  WYCE - radio 
!  GRTV – speaker series 
!  WGRD, WFGR, WTRV, WLHT online syndication 

 



– Issue Areas | Local, State and National – 

•  Immigration 
•  Talent 
•  Food Systems 
•  Energy & Sustainability 
•  City Building 
•  Children & Youth 
•  Transportation 
•  Many more… 



– Embedded journalism – 



Create New Narratives 
•  Raise visibility of small-scale transformation 
•  Spotlight emerging leaders & doers 
•  Showcase opportunities for innovation & investment 
 

Advance Storytelling 
•  Engage local storytellers as sources & contributors 
•  Mentor young writers and photographers 

Connect Doers & Innovators 
•  Introduce local doers and innovators for fresh perspective 
•  Build relationships for ongoing peer-to-peer partnerships 
 
Close Gaps & Open Doors 
•  Bridge divides between downtown & neighborhoods 
•  Open door wide for Detroit innovation movement 

Objectives 



!

How We Work With Sponsors 



audience| age 
 
 
 

 Age    Percentage 
 

 Under 18   1% 
 18-24    3% 
 25-34    19% 
 35-49    31% 
 50-59    27% 
 60-69    15% 
 70 +    4% 
!



audience| educational attainment 
 
 
 



audience| employment sector 
 
 
 



 
•  National, Regional and Statewide Nonprofits  

•  Advocacy 
•  Member organizations 
•  Education and learning networks 
•  Coalitions 

•  Foundations 
•  Private sector corporations 
•  Federal, state and local government agencies 

– Financial Model | Supported by stakeholders – 



Partner Support      + Focus Areas            = 

Improving Conditions 
for  

Vulnerable Children 

Dedicated editorial attention 
to selected focus areas 



– Developing a learning network – 










