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for refugees Som arousd the world is widely understood. The nature of becoming a refugee.
Muﬂuam&hﬂhamﬂlﬂhrﬂnbhkahmmd%
bamdmwaﬁ&fwddhdmﬂmmmofmm
natiosality, mambership in 2 paticabar social groap, or political opinicn’, is mberemly rife with
emotizaal difficulties. Priar to sheir arrival in the United States. refugess have had 1o floe thes
bomelands 10 & country of first sylun, From theve, during 2 stay & o refuges camp for s
iverage of soventeen years”, they must register with the Usited Naions High Commission for
WMhmemwmm»&eUﬁdmm
Deparment of Seate justifies the basis foc its prograen of resettlement by stating that it “refleces
ﬂnllﬁd&m'wmunﬁuﬁuubomm.dw.i-
n this pursult fat the Unitod States maintains its status as the world's lop resettlement country”,
with up 10 70000 refugees planned hwﬁumaw.mwamdu
Mpm“musn.m.nmm/hwm:ou. which funds scrvices including
refugos cash assistasce, medical services, and social services 10 faclitate refigee acclenion 1o
mummmummmm)mmpmm
of refugees, enpendered largely by their enotin evokieg siruggles snd the vast exponses ey
inﬂn’hu.mmmkdwﬂuymm&hmwnmb
memacmwyudmlyoolhbdiq in which they settle.

‘mm—u*mumummmmm:

, mmmdhmmm»us.wuh-Manm
M.Mhoﬁbiinwm&cmuom#uusmm
'mmam»mm«ummmmuawmm
‘Ammmma.mmmsmmmmw«mwm-
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Litersture Review
Eeonsmic Immigromts Versus Refugees

In accordance with e current scale of the immigration pokcy dcbane in Amencan
m-muyo(mbwﬂ&hmummo{m.
General posisive conclasions focus on thesr sbility 1o brimg new shills, permanontly increasc the
\harr force, contribute to sales and imcome tanes, innovate, ostablish businesses. and iecase
demand Soe goods and services. Research alw indicates that refiagees have 3 greater prochivity
wwand entrepeencurstup wmd yicld s higher 120 of saccenful Susmen doyvelopment than do
mmmmyrmmubnamummamu
limatstions of the notions Gt meigrunts disproporiestely sse public besefits, lower average
wages, and tako joba sway from native-born Americans (Brown, Ghosh @1 al ) Quantifiable
ecosomic beoefits inchude immigrants expaeding markets and increasag tade. both mports s
m.mmmwiauwm'mmwmtmmummu
condusions based om sisalations snd other resesrch, in spite of specific economic benefits and
mmmmmmmwmmcmwm.
Simmolt), sccentuate two main findings. The first is Sl immigrants hive 0o irgact cc & mirsmil
positive imguet 00 the loag-term rational economy” (Borgas 2000, Willisms et al. ), ané the
socerd i3 tht thelr positive impact rises over time (Barjm 1999, Hagitrom e, al.), Such
lsermture specifically regarding refugoes is fur sparser. Ia fisct, many of these shudses specifically
mm-umehwﬂinmdﬁmﬁ’uﬁn(MNeutdfkuw

Wome waady by Bomas 2000 determmansd Dk over » 11 year pesicd smigration added |1% w U'S. empleymecst
meShm-nw.lswuﬁw
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virtue of the oppressive and often traumsatic” circumsmances dictating thewr entry into the coustry.
they gemerally bring less with them 1o the cosntry in serms of Menl belongngs and germane
educational or vocationa! aptitedes (Muge). Doe w this aconomsc discrepancy, & dassnction &
made between immigrating for ecomomic opportuitics and Neeng to 2 country out of fear.
Despae ity relstive paucity. the available literutare does highlight a meititude of econamic
henefits dervved specifically from the migration of rofugoes, the most compelling of which
addressos both quentitative and BON-QUAREILALVE IMpacts.
Rifiugoes” Ecosomic Impacs on she National Leved

Refupees are an conmomi barden on the sational ecomensy in the time ssmodistely
following their aerival (Willissms et #1.). Durieg this period large amousts of money are spent on
mutinl resettiement, with one 2000 snudy extimating S4.413 per capeta in the first year alone
(Hagstrom). Omce they degin werking, refupoes approach the caerous odstacles of lower
workfarce participation fates, higher unemployment”, and consequently dispeoportiosately high
rebance oo government sssistance. These mital fetdures 10 reach caenings parity with the broader
woek force sters from o sumder of fundamental impediments. which inchade the ksnguage barner,
lower educational sttainmest, undercmmloyment. discrimination, wefanslsarity with ce
iMmofWﬁonWOI&IMHMdm.
Refugees do. however, progress oward parily in these categoriss more quickly than do economic
irmmigrants according % a loagitudinal study whose resalts demmonstrated tht refugoes increased
camings, samber of howrs workod, asd English peoficiency after 1on yoars more qusckly thas did
thair economic counterparts whom they ukimately surpassad in terms of labor market owtcomes

" Trwwens barpely refiers o dhe vicomm of walSiching Ut cn whoen dae goversenem Aas spont §101 900,000 fican
fiscal yeur 2008 to fiscal yoar 2014 25 pan of s nfluges spending

' Adconding 1 S 0w of Fefuges Rovetthoment's Report  Comgross i 301 | with respect 10 frefugees who have
boet be e United States for o 10 5 years, svilipoe labor $00¢ parivipation was 6% compared 1o 68% for (he

US populatin. The rofagos wermpie bisd an snemploymmest 1o of 18% o conpesad 45 0% bor the U S popwianion
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1Corses). These reudts demonitrate the willimgness %o become selfsutBciont, which s
mexmicably linked to the resetiement process. Thas poet of self-sullicsncy refers 10 sl stiag
on carnings alone, and basad om o sample of refugees whe have been in the comniry for up 10 flve
years, mare than half are eatirely selsfTicsent” From a fiscal stendpoint. refagoes become & nes
cumsdative beneli in year twesty-three after inital resortlement '’ (Hagstrom). Fusthenmore,
seoond gemerstion refegees hine especislly high educational s wock attunment (Parsons) that
fosters the net cocnomic benefits refugees provide im the long-terms n spaie of e high
froetloaded conts they inoer.
Refugecs ' Econowle Impuact om the Clty and County Levels

Determining e impact of refugees oo # sational or even stase level necessstales
extemive cout-hanefit analywis to deteresine st what point, | any, the refugees become 2 net
posstive cvoromically. The same denctits refupees confer upen the nationsl cocaomy are
impactful locally, and the mxist prominent of these benefits include marcasing demand for local
goods, supplying labor, establishing trade partnerships with countnes of matioeal cegin, offering
diverse skills, filkng empty eaploymont niches. participatsng @ real estate murkets, and
stumudating nnovation. The federal and staie governments, however, incur the preponderance of
thetr expenses, seme of the costliest of which include initial resetilement costs, ané subsequently
Temparsey Asistance for Needy Faendion, Modicasd, sed Feod Stamps. These forms of public
assstance e oosts 1o the federal and state povermments, bul thoe compoacnts speat locally
bemefit the local ccoroomies snd the state and federad economies indirectly. Theredore, whes

locking at the effiect of refugoes on & Gty of cosnty, an economic Impact study desomitrales

© Avcondmg 1o e Offics of Refupes Kesettloment's Roport ts Congross i 2011, 18% of de savphe wan aclf-
suffciem whike 9% relind om public asentance aloee

1 fhgare omes accanding s wemiiacen ran is Utics s abo detorninmd O refagees doooee & wcl weal
Dornfit afer 13 yours
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their effects by articulating how much mooey is brought 10 the ares by virtee of refagees beasg
resettied Dere
The Case for Bafialo
Pogndation Decline and Posential Reversal

Buffak is a city charactenizod by s expansive industrial past, snd it, like other “rustbelt™
citsen has bees burdenad with peobloms stemming from massfacturing and consequently
population decline. Since 1950, the ity of Buffalo has seen its popalition contract to less than
half of its peak saze. from $$0,132 residents in 1950 10 261,310 i 2010"", This population
decline porpetuated a drastic decline in the city's tax hase as well s 5 deamnstic shoetage of
caatuesers for bocal businosses. Such dismal droumstences causal the aty so look beyond the
native pogulation 5o fill thes: miches. Immsgrazion. whele ssgmenting populations around the
country, is comgrised of %% economic immigrants who peographically migrate to areas with
ONaII0 opportunily cenmmistent with thor skills. Buffalo’s population declioe fonters & chimanse
incongnuoas with these desinble economue coaditions. Refugoes differ from ecosomic
smenigrants in that e poversment desermines thewr geograpbng placemont usless they have
family or other connections already i the country. Therefire, these remaining 10% of
irenaganes comtituse un idoal Mt 10 combat some of the City s most peominest econoaic
concens. The charactenization of refegees as less coonemically useful than economic
immigrants espoused in muck of the brooder immigrntion literature oeglects e key distinction
betwoen the two groups, thit refugees lack the abilty %0 rotum bome. They must seensin in thoe
new country das 1o & well-foended fear of persecution or ofer form of adversity; therefooe. they

1 Accorting o Cenetis Duta 00 o decennial cemass thut shiws it 08 very devede sark pupulation has decliond
0 W iy sinen 2930 Parthier dats from the U3, Coamaas demonsimtes Bariaio s populition taskiag for U5 cmen
dropped from 15% 5 1950 % 77 @ 2013, while semainny raeked in fhe cop 20 LS. cies by population every
Socede from 1050 Brosgh 19w
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stay permanestly, ruther than leaving befare thee eccacassce potertsal » reslized. The loager an
emmugrant is in the country, the groster thelr economic benefit s, aod the pemmanence of the
refugee sitaation makes them more inclined 10 participase in the labar market, secerve education,
muke investments such as in their own busines of heme, leam Eaglish, assimilate, and moee
ponrally put down roots spon rescrtlement (Cortes). For “nastbeli™ vitios sodling wieh the
devastatmg cooncemic effects perpetussed by ther dwinding populations, refuges thal settle,
oftes along with thewr familics @ s wrea for the loag-torm, we especially bencficial The
Refugoe Act of 1980 enceuraged refugee rescstiement in these “resthelt” citses indirectly by
including a provision necessatating affordabic housing, 10 which category caties hike Buffalo,
Demolt, Akren. and Cleveand consistently runk haghly. The case of the smaller Utica, New York
exemplifies refugee resettlermant propagatisg revitalization of ancther Upstase New York
“rusthel™ city {Beamd®), sod it is perhaps in this veln thee Buffalo has rescttlod so many refegoes
in the recent past.
Butiaio s Refagees

The trend of sefagoes sertling i mreas outside of citios that have traditonally high
mambers of refugees, alluded %o above, is exemplifial by the case of New York. In 2013 a total
of 3,965 refegees were resettled in the stase. Of these, 3,710, or 4%, wese resettled in Upsaate
New York with & meore 288 in diverse New Yok City'*. Buffalo’s besuder Esie County,"’
resettled more refugess than mny other cosnty 10 the state wieh § 361, or 34%, as is shown in the
following graph.

1 These figuns come S the rebrsad sefepre popubemen aatitics foe fisosd pow 2013 foes The Boross of
Refagoe and buonigram Assisince (HRAA)
' BatTal> anva refiery to Erie County, for which BufEale s couty seut, Oeoughoun s spon
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New York State Refugees Breakdown by Area
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Moreover, the oty of Boffalo resetties & suggering number of refugess comparad 1o the
other high-rankang resettlement atics. Buffalo resettied 4 refugees per 1,000 populahon mn fiscal
year 2012 as compared to Akromn’s 2.3, Pittsberg s 1.5 Columbus® 1.1, Clevelssd s 09, and
Dietroit’s 003 (Chusure)l. These sefugees came pomundy fhom fose countrios, nemely Burma,
Bhutm, Irag, mnd Somalia in descending onder of sumber of refugess. These fowr counltrics shooe
sopplied 3,188, or 8076 of the state’s refugees in Sscal year 2003, & 18 dlustrated by the

followmng graph

"IN Chart a adapied Boemn HIUIA S FY 2015 populiies ropont
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New York State Refugees by National Origin
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Refagoes in Buffalo come from very troubled countnes with compellng Greumstioces
wananting theer saylum, end they certunly have the potential to contnbene o the scagnant
postndestrial eccaceny of the city, tharefore, an ccosomic Impact study paipoanting the extent of
the effext is germane to the refagee dascourse.
Quantitative Impact
Spending on Refagre Sevvices

Two primary sources revesl the economec impact of refugees on Bulfulo for the purpose
of this report. The first of these determinangs s the money spent by agencies primanly devoted w0
providing refugee scrvices. The most consadensbio of these sgencics, i sorma of budget sive, ure
rescitlement ageecics. namely the Intemational Institute of Baftslo, Journey s End Refegee
Services, Inc,, Jowwsh Family Service of Buffalo and Ene County, and Cathobe Chanities of
Buffalo New York. Rescttlement agencies are sppeoved by the government 10 arange, inder alia,

homsing, fosd, coumeling, sl madicad cane for refugoes upea amival in fe Unitod Staon s

s chart & adagred Som BRIA s FY 2011 popalation sepent
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Broughout the sacceoading 90 days. These organizations also sdmmister an eclectic amay of
services that extend far beyond the mitial rocettiemen of refugees. Armong these offerings ace
orolimerss in English clusses, heakh screcnags, workplioe oneotation clesses. cultural
criontation classes. employment skills awsessments, arientation the tramsporation system
mm:mmmmmwmulw
mmmwﬂhthmmuﬁ{\wwmm
mast recent publicly avaclable tax duta'", and is sammarized in the chan below. Two other key
spending agencies that primanly asssst refugees sce Vive, Inc. and Jericho Road Mimstries. Vive
s the largest shelter for humanitansn estrants in the United States, while Jericho Rowd peovides
refugees with medicul services. These two anganizations collectively spend § 1,465,650 asoanlly,
bnagieg the el Buffalo spending by orgamizations designated specifically 10 serve refugees to

S$E000,572.
Organizatien Annual Spending
lmcernational Institate of Buffalo $2,197.609 -~ LA™
N ~“
Joumey ‘s End Refugee Services, Ine. $2,026,897 - Wt
Y s a : (\nb’
' Catholic Chanties of Duffsls :
New York 1854410 :‘\ZLM -
Jencho Road Menisines 1,023 004 brae
Vive, Inc. $442,576 2,.’“
| Jowish Family Service of Buffalo and Ere County $425970 ‘r\'/"all )
Total (T
$1.000,572 I

' Astusd experoes were gaterod o 909 R G he yoor 2012 for Al of O Crgaaiastions cuoepe ihe
Imerrarscral Inntitee of Buffalo 30d Jeroho Road Masiraes for whor the 2011 Slings avv o most mcent retns

Secenubile for puble inpectin ol
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The droct spesding by thoss agmcies has an cconcemic immpact of over aght mifkhon
dollers, but this figure fails (0 scoosnt for Two major positive extemalities, indeoed and indisect
smpects. The indirect effiocts refier 10 the growth in other industries, such as food and clothing.
which these refugre service arganizations perchuse for refupees incressing their production of
those goods snd neocssitating moce employees. Indaced spending aocempasses the charge i
household satarios preduced by the speading at the agencies supporting refugees, sech & the
money that employees take home and then spend locally. Refugee resettiement speading’s
largest compeeett is salares and othor components of crployee compensatson. Afer ths
categoey comes sach spending as that oo goods for refugees, refugee cash assutance, md capital
investments for refagee refated servioes. The vast majonty of this spending occurs locally, so by
applying o conservative 1.5 multiplser, the coomamic impact of refugee services oo the city of
Buffalo is $12,000 358,

Direct Spending Induced « Indirect Spendimg | Total Economic Tnpact

SH.000,572 $4.000, 280 312,000,858

Thiis sstiplier of 1.5 clonely manches that of a stody v Cleveland”s nefugees that ssed region
specific software to arvive al @ multipher that rounded 1o 1,5 (Chimsars). Frank Stidwel] also usod
thes same maltiplier in his econoeric assessnont of Afghan refugees in Asstrala (Stidwell). The
refiagee services are primarily funded federally. For example the costs specifically tadlored to the
initial resettiemont b the fir thece moaths, at least $1,550 per capits””, comes from the State
Department while the Office of Refugee asd Resettement peovides a sapsificant portion of

" Vs Bigure commes from 3 sepon 4 Congress for Sscal year 2013 sabusined oa dehalf of (e U S Oopartmnts of
St Homaclend Secury, and Heakh and Hemen Servites.
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Whlwspuﬁ;ﬂemwelmdﬁaﬂumﬁm
umm}a-m:a-nmnmmmumu
mwm Therefore, the comidoratle twelve milhion dollir sum injectad into the
Buffalo aren ecomomy i fueled by extersal slocstions for refegoes, not as an sbernative o other
wen spending, but fundeng that would oferwise be sbsen from Baflalo and direciod 1o other
otbes in flfillment of the country s legal obligntion for resctticnsent,
Refupee Spending

The larpest portion of the economic impact of refugees on e local economy is the
money speet by refugoms on goods and services in the aroa Endegral to deriving thas figure is
pinpotnting how many sefugees are employed, and of that subvset how moch they are caming,
From this sotal two key leakages must be subtracted, money saved and moaey spent cutside of
the local area. For the fiscal years 2009 theough 2013, there have been 4,412, 4, 559, 3 53],
3,528, 3,968 arrivals 10 Noew York respoctively, setaling 19,995 rofugoos over the five-yeur
span'” Of this toeal, spproximately 34%, oc 6,798 have been resentled in Erie County
specifically within this period. The employment rate of refugees who have amained 16 yours of
.Qﬁj’mmnmmmmwhﬁum.mu.om
sccount for appeoximumely 30.3% of these poople. Therefove, the numiber of woeking reflagess In
Ene County over the five-year period was approximately 2,364 Full-time workers accousted for

*The annual staostics come (rom the Office of Redigee Resettiement’s pablished refugee arrivals dace
updated through 2017, and the 2013 fgure comes fram fie aocrmentisned repact submitted 10 Congress
jotmtly By the Departments of Same. Homeland Securty. and Healih and Hemas Services.

™ This Sgeew (s caficulated by the provioudy cited BRIA 2011 sepert's purcontage of New Verk Stato'c aevivale

resettied in Erte Coumny.
= This ttuthiic comes from the Ofice of Kelugee Rewsdonest s Nopuet &0 Congros e 2011 ead relers o o8

refagees havieg amained 16 years of age. Note thad the fgure is o combsnation of the enerrployment rate and
W EOCU PartiCp Licn rue.
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66,3% of these refugoes”, the semsining 33 7% bewng part-time workers, defined by the Bsseny
of Labor Sttistics as working betweon | and 34 hours por week, Therefore, by applying a

general 15 hours per week to those working part-time, and by ussag 45 howrs per week o
acoount for the full time workers, Be sverage number of hours worked per employed refupee per

woek 15 33,22 The svernpe numiber of weeks worked per cnployed refugee of this same sumple

was 40,47, Finally, the hourly wage of these weekers 0n average was $9.43%". Therefooe, the

income carned in one year, of & sample of refugees who have bees in the country for up to §

yuans, fotads $33.061 543,

- -~

 Key Determinsnts
Number of refugee armivals in New Yok 2009-2013 19,995
Nunbor of reflagee amvals in Eric Comnty 2009.2013 6,798
Percentage of that sample under 16 yoars of ape 303%
Employment eme for people over 16 years old 52%
Number of warkag refapee i Ene County 2,464
Number of weoeks worked per year 404
Average number of hours worked per week 822
Average hourly wage LR
Total carniags SAL061, 540

The relevant figuee for the ecomomee impact on Buffalo, however, is refugoe spending in
the area, whech ts the thimy-threo mithion dobler figere minss savegs sd cxtomal spendang

1 Dgare 4 20000ding % e oMty sebmined 1pom © Congrva refimenied shove. hut & dorvad Do refagoo

whe aerived s 2011
e ORR 200 | repon w Congress pabiinhind thes sotinic.

i overage comes from the S-year sammple m the ORR 200 | segunt te Congroess
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leakages. The personal rwe of savings, or percestage of disposable inceme™ saved, was 4,99%
mwonding to Federal Reserve estimates” - The consumer spendeng lecakage, that o dispossble
income spent outside of Erie County, is estimated to be 9% socording o IMPLAN modebing™,
decressing the figure by 4.9% mad then m additional 9%, %0 $28,61 1,790, This smount of
spendmy is the direct spending by refiapoes in the ares based upan thew eamed moomes. The
seme methodology with rospect to adirect and inducad effects of that spending is applicable 1o
determuning the total economic mmpact of refugee speading. Major expenses according 10 the
Consumer Price Index as enameratod by the Buress of Labor Statistics inchade dbousng,
transportation, food and beverages, spparel, education and communicstion, moedwal exponsos,
recreanon, and other goods and services. Punsuindt 1o Biese expendurcs & 1.5 malupier is
approprisse 10 account for the indirect and induced speading. Thes multpher is #s0 cxactly the
same as that dertved by region specific coonoesic modeling softwise in o 2002 sudy cn the
effects of sefugees on the Cleveland ecomomyy (Chmur) sod the Stibwell coonomio fmpact study
on Afghass (Salwell), Thus, the tota! eomomic impact of reflgee spending on the BufTudo aren
is appeoximaicly $42,917,685,

Ecanceic bmpact of Refugee Spending on Buflzlo
Direct Spendisg Induced + Indirect Speading | Total Ecomomic Impact

$28,611,7%0 $14305.595 $42.917 485

P Dupeosabie mcome 15 ths case » defined w remasnimg mooime after dedcthon of ties
' Thos Yedenl Rewrve Bigury win issand (0 seference % the end of the year 201)
* T figure coemms from IMPLAN sofeanre o sdapend reponaity foe s Clivelind audy oo efugees mn the local

oonn
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Fuscal Trpurce

The refupee spending calcdaled abeve slso contribates 10 Ene Comty Baxes through the
New York State Sales Tax. Thes tax, set at £.750% for the county. is broken down mto two
companents, state and comnty. The portion $hat the state reomves i 4%, with the remaimng
4. 79% wing 10 Erte County, Taxable soms for B¢ lowest income bracket acconding to e
Bureau of Labor Statmiees include items such s clothing, utilities, nos-exempt foods aed
bovernpes, transpoctation costs, and entertamement costs, which sccoust foe 26 2% of e
overall spending. This appeoxssation based on the $25.61 1,750 of direct spending and the 4. 75%
sales tax goisg to the county amomts © a refugee contnbution to the Ene County tax base of
$31%.074
Yosal Impace

The coomonuc imgaxt of refugoes on the Buffalo arcs was determinad m this study by the
two factors of fumding for refugee servces and spending by scfupees themsel ves. Summing these
two figeres brings the net ecosomec mmpact to SS4,91R,541. Seventy-eight percent of thes impact
comes Sfom empioyment, whiach was calculated by analyzing 2 sempde of refugees who have
heen in the country for no enore than five years. This subset ncludes people who have jest
armved wd have sot yet had » ressonable oppostunity to find and secere employment Perhaps
mwwe sagnificantly, the fisding excludes poople who have been i this cosntry for long enough %
ruise their wages to parity with the work foece, or beyond thae for many of the second -peneration
refegees (Parsoms ). Thas sample of refugees reflects those reliant on refugee services, thus the
two compoments, spending on refuges wrvicos snd &sposable income spent by refagees, are
incamncably linked. lacressing investment i these refugees Brough refugee service expenditures

7 This Bigure was calkculened waing € 7% for fi0d o restssrants, 11 1% Sor unlities. 3 6% for clofhing and shoes, 2%
or gasodine $o¢ tramsporanion, and 4 4% for estenmmmett adapeed from BLS sivteiics on those eamiing salares
within the range of 515000 and $16, 505



O'Sulliven 17

tadored 10 job market skalls serves 10 augmest their camings and thervfore increase their
spending power in the commnity, One key clerment of thes link is evident = the employment
services pection of the refugee service agencies, the area’s largest of which is terms of badger
spent specifically oa refugees is the Intemational Institute of Buffalo,
Feonemic Impact of the International Institute of Buffalo
Services Provaded

The Inservational Institie’s Employment Depurtment offers an array of services St
inchade jobs classes teaching workplace etiquetie, expectations, and nghts, sésuné writing,
lmguege ssistance, and skdds susessmests. OF paramount imgornasce = the department ‘s woek
15 the dovelopment of mutuadly bencficial relatiomsbops with employers. which bas 1 part boen
coaducive o their 202 job placements in 2013, Many comployers express a great deal of
satisfiction with the refugoes that they hire, whach can be sttrbuted 1o the infueriousnes of the
refugoes, ut also due o the comprohension of thew roles i the unfiamilsar American woek foece
ingramed firough the cmploymont sarvices educstion and assamilation offenngs. A falure to
impart thas understanding upon B¢ new serivals 1o the coustry, for many of whom thes is then
el uban work emviconmest, could ennh the pesitive mmpromeom held by local cmployers and
reader them rdductnt o hire refugees in the future. Sach dsincination could greatly demanish
refupess” ecomomss impact on The aras, 73% of whach comees from their sponding of dsposable
moone from their camemgs. Dats was oblained through interviens of some of the poople who
were heldpod gaem omploymoent i 2013 by this organization, and it provides an appeoaimae
quantitative amadysis of fe Emplovment Depastmen!™s economec impact.

me-mmumm‘.mmmhw)mm-m
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Foomomi Jmpact

Dt was seconded from the sample of mdvviduads intervaewed. including incoene reported
m 2013, self=sulBaency status, Bamily size. carment employment. sumber of hours worked, and
wages received. The average scome per placessent mn the year 2013 was $8, M8 accordng w
this sample”. This figure accounts for peaple placed at any point durag the year e whach they
filed tax returmns, so if they wese placad in December they would be filng for only soc maon of
Income. A sumber of these indviduals have, sice 2011 revavaed pay mcreases afler beginming
work, bovmne many had so pooe empdoyinent exporience im the United Stases s thus starsed
al, or close o, mmimm wape. Tharefore, therr projected cammings @ 2014, ax of late June,
durnng which time smerviews were conducted, grovide 2 more inclusive vaderstanéing of thew
somonss mpact The expectad incames are calculated by using B¢ currces rate of pay sl
number of weekhy hours workad, sod extending it thyough the scoond half of the veur, slding
1his 10 therr exaed eamings this yer 10 date So f the person s ceerently useimploved, Beit
el projectod exrmmngs for the purpese of this stady are simply theer sncome m 2014 price 1o
leaving thos job, whach is comservative in that 1 doesn 't sccount for B potessal carnings
shoald the wdivadual recommence work. Thas methed peojocted aversge camings n 2014 of
SIKA3). As per above, after the reduction 10 sccount for savings and noo-local spending, this
figre comes 0 $7, 190 for 2001 aed $16,120 for 2004 Thus, the aimgloyment servicos of the
Internuwnsl lnsatute of Buftado e directly rospomsable o having phacad refegoes in pobs
carming $1.452. 380, anxl sfier applying the same msltiplier as was usod i the previous secton %
acooun for mdirect send induced offects, couning an eoosomsic impact of $2,175.570 on the

Huffalo arca. Extending this figure tn 2014 carmsngs, o increases 10 $3.256 846, and with the

™ The sample was compeaned of 20 ndvaduads from & meage of differern cosmes of sstonsl onigin, with defernng
edhacatiomal wtsnment. sorces differere age prupe. sad 3 varance . Fogliod bopuage profioency
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multaphier effect, reaches o dotsl economec impact of $4,885 269, Put another way, m investment

of S1.850 for rescttlement per capita, foe 202 refegoos todals $573, 700 spont that in Sarn
penerates $4, 885 286 or in S24, 138 per sefugee, in just te yeir after ey bopn cnplovment o
those who utilzed employment services a thes organczanion

Internationsl Institute Facilitated Foanomic Impact

Year Digect Sprading Indrect and Induced | Total
3 $1.452380 $725,190 $2.178.5%0
2014 S1256.846 S1628a0 $4.585 260

This soagahon of the effects of the employment services highlights & key clement of
governmeatal imvesmont. 1ts inportance is hghlighiod in Cortes” findings that sefupees have a
higher rite of impeoving English langusge shills, and wape increases rcdative to ecomamic
Immigrants. She witnbioes Bis growth and the ubtimine surpassang by refisgees in labor market
QRICOMES 10 hamsan Capetal investment, Without the coumter focual of kasowing what these
refugees in preticulse would huve earmed withoul the Intemational Instinute s assstance, pattiag
an exmet vabue on ihe sorvioes resdered Is difficult Perbaps the largest coancenic iipuct
peopagated by B employmen! department is proparing refugees to perform appropeiately and to
cortain standands that increase (har, and other refugen’, chances for employment. This ssue of
intangdility highlights fie lmisstions of any guantitsene sudy and the manser o which o
restnets o full pectene even of determming an ecomome offect.

Limitations of Methedolog
Refwpers Comsidered
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1o Somonstrsting the coonoenic mmpect of refegoo on @ comsmnty, voe untial peue i
detorminng $e parametons of the lmetame 1o consader. For thes stady, o sample of refugees
who have been in the United Stites for up 10 S years was seloctod™. From thas subset of refugees,
the determanation of average wages and employmont rtes Wi posaibie, hawerern, since wages
rise rapidly denag thas carly siage of woek i the country, the fgeres Sil 1o Gepture the full
exient of thesr camings. The wmitial low wages ae parpetuated by poor English skills,
untien i ety with the lubor maek ot duanmmation on the part of employers, asd reluctance on
the part of employers and looasing boands & scoopt foragn cradentiads (Kralis). A stady of
nfqmntudt'mmuwm" detormumal sverage wage mcreases o be bhetween Y
and 14% ansually {Lewin). Thas, hese downplayod carsings, and cosseguently ta
corributions, make the extisutes foe the cconomic snpect of rofsgees oo Bullalo, as well o the
it of refuges cmployment senvices, cossenative. Overceenieg this limitation by expanding
the simple of refagess o precudal by an shseree of government stitstics on the matser as well
an by an uederstand idle Joas of contact with refugess by resetthoment ageocies after the point m
whach the servioes are po loager needod by them. Owe feal knwtation duc o e sample s St
socend generation refagoes are not taken into consideration. Higher educatoml afsnment and
workplice camargs San those of sverage Amoncass chamcterize this group (Parsens), so
Inchuding them s the broader analysis of the offocts of refiupoes would be valuable. These
confines of fhe saumpie serve 10 mimimize the determined econonic impadt of refugees oo e
commenitly

Noa guantisative Concerns

* Toes owrodl was chosem becaene § years |s the pont s which refeges fanding from the Sodoml povernment
discermemed md ovce » sefupee bow boor @ e commtry for § yees they sre digdske 0 spply for ctioembep

" Tow 2008 eudy comadered Miams, Sacramenio, 3ad Howdm wany 3 angple of sefigres St hese boen in e
Linosed Sunten for batwaen 2 and 7 sonen
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A wvond prommen shortcoming of Be methodology employed to determine the
econoenic impuct of refugees in Buffalo o the exelumion of nos-quantitative or stiegibie
benefies. Just as the humanitaria yjustification for acceptisg refugees propagates the perception
that they are berdensome from an cconomic standpomt, making an argumest withost numencal
pustification lends el f %0 masinformation, therchy potentally skewing the discourse on the
sbjoct. However, %o ignore soch offects s contribulions o social sl commumty capital
{Parsons) s to myopecally msess a complex matter, which oo is conducive 10 s incomplete
ontlook. The most renddy apparent economic henefits of refugees oo a commumty include their
gortiopation e labor markens, the corresponding spending, and reed estato market volvemens
(Hagstrom). Their cultural Sivernity also comnbuses 3 the comumenity m which they settie, even
withim the econcanic realm. In addition 10 the well-supponed benefit of diversity of tought,
whooh they cun comainly defiver due 0o thesr sgrificantly & flevers Bock grownds and cultures
than those of many natives, they bring new feoign mark ot purmenships and eclectic dusmesen
10 the areas. Openang new trade markets, be i by smportiog goods fom refugees’ home countnes,
which acoounts for the magerity of the trade (Hend and Rics) of exporting 10 them, can be
corecmscelly sdvartagoouns o aties. Furthermore, the busesemes refugecs estbliah, even those
offering forespa foods md goods, ofien cator 10 natives i addibon %0 other mergrints. These
pew markets have the potential 10 beneli the Gty in & suember of ways, nol the st of which 5
benefits of rufegoes, more tan Selr scomomie impact as determenod o this stody s worthy of
consaderaton
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Dexpie e two ey shorcomengs of thes appeoach, the case of BalTalo lowds stsedf w0
this method of assessing refugees” effects. The potion of refugees being fiscally besefical after
23 years w imporsant m considering ther loag-tenm effect on the sational economy, bt the city
of Baffalo 1» concernod with mare thas just the Jong term, as commommn (saes stemming from
their populazien declize of over 5U%% over the past &0 years remain imainently palpable Thas,
the ity secks immedute effons toward revitalization of shandoned arcas and the economic
stagration necompanying those wnd other sach circumstances. These effonts were mani festod
curbaer Thas yeur with New York Governor Anclrew Cuceso s annosecement of allocating ane
Billn dollars largely towand pb ceatwn sl busancss straction. Demanstrateg hat
investment of 8,000,572, of predemyinantly foderal funds, ingects $54918.543 into s ecconomy
ins dee soed of wowth is & imporsnt clement withis the discourse on refegees. Fisally, the
imponusce of allocating moncy wweed employment programs, a key investment in refagee
services, is essential 10 the benefits highlighted withn thes economic mmpact study.
Conclurion

From war-ravaged lrag end Scmalia, 10 politcally and etlascdly hasod oppecsson in
Burma and Bhutan, refupees resevfied in America have overcome tranendoss adversaly
warranting Seir admission. The seength of the humanatarian and emetonal anguenent for
scuepiing refugons can be conducive 10 & negatne perccption of Bew coononme effccts, whach
there 16 sparse liserature 10 refute. This study demonstraned that the anmual ecoonmec mrpact of
refigees on the BulTelo ares o approxmately $54 918, 543, The impeact s two magor
dctermmnants, refugee spending sed poversmsent fundng for refugee services, lend it 1o the
cribque thast refogees serve draan froen benefits due o their relsance on taapayer lundod public
assozance. Such an assessment is refuted by research an the topic, such as tha by Hagstrom in
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Utica, New York that determined that refugees become » camulative benefit i their 23 year of
setthoment Moecover, Bus report (s spocific 50 the Duffalo s, while the funding for refegoes
comes prodomenantly Som the fodorsl and 1o & Jessor dogree state govornment. Therefore, the
cxpemses incurmed by the refugees come from thess Limger governenent mstitubions, while the
droct benefits are reaped by the local economy  Furtherinore, the nearly S5 meilliondollse Figere
s lmited by the sample of refupees, those who have Seen in the Usited Staes for less than five
years, and thus is a conservative approximation. This conswruint, as well as that of disegarding
non-Quantative effects, inherese in $he nature of the economic impact studies, poses limatations
10 itx value. Howover, the price sbacnce of an analysis of e oconamic mnpect of refegoes on the
local ecomomy in spite of Buffale’s expeasive refagee population demoastrates e need for a
guantitative approximation of their ecomomic contnbarions that this report provades. This study
demonstrases that refupees bolster the eccncesy without detracting Som other govermmeont arca
funding, @5 11 would odherwiie be diveniad to other cities Tor refuges rescttiomene, despite the
peedominsat and enoneous perception that they we a dewn oo such funding. Funally, mvesting in
post-settiomen refugee services, such as through programs ntended 0 mavenize employment
prospcts s oppotunities, increases the ressm on this goeeral refugoe investment. Refugees
harve hoen broadly beneficial 10 the cconomy of the BufTulo arca, and thesr continoed finascial
suppont represents & relasively small but effecive element of the city’s sttempt to imgeove s
shoet mad bong term economas performance.
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